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4.6 ± 3.1-fold and 3.5 ± 3.9-fold the upper limit in the patients with no clinical evidence of pancreatitis.
We saw no correlation with age, sex, cause of ARF, or initial creatinine value. The mortality rate, however, was 46% in patients with increased arnylasemia and lipasemia vs 17% in the group with normal values (p <0.05). We conclude that, in ARF, only amylase values of more than 10-fold the upper limit may indicate pancreatic injury, and that hyperlipasemia has no diagnostic value but only a prognostic importance in this setting. 
Techniquefor HandlingFragile or
Large DALY Gels
To the Editor:
A way to avoid tears in fragile or large DALT gels is to use sheets of 005-gauge Mylar to support the gels at any transfer point. The Mylar is cut to a size such that it overlaps the gel by about 2.5 cm on all sides. It is advantageous to mark the edges of the sheet distinctively with marking ink-e.g., wobbly lines near one edge, straight on another. When the gel holders are on the unloading lecturn, and the plates have been separated, place the Mylar sheet against the gel. Close the plates, lay them flat on the bench, with the sheet beneath the gel, and carefully begin separating the gel from the glass. It adheres to the Mylar, and then may be picked up with complete assurance that the gel will not tear. If numbers in the gel face toward the sheet. simply place the gel upside down in the fixative, the gel instantly peels away from the sheet with the numbers up. If the numbers originally face away from the sheet, position the sheet in fixative with the numbers up and then, with rapid small back-and-forth motions and a gentle push, slide the sheet away and free the gel.
This procedure is effective with 7.5% gels, 19 x 19 cm, and surely would be useflil for still softer and even for "gi-
